
Parkside School, College Road, NORWICH, Norfolk.   NR2 3JA   Tel: 01603 441126 E: office@parkside.norfolk.sch.uk 

Head of School’s Newsletter 

22 September 2017 

 
 

 
With the Autumn term now well 

underway, I would like to let you 

know some of the progress that the 

school has made in improving 

outcomes for our pupils. 

 

We welcomed seventeen new staff 

in September to various roles in the 

school, and I am pleased to say 

that they have proved themselves 

to be excellent appointments. 

 

We have expanded our English 

teaching team, and appointed a 

new Literacy co-ordinator to raise 

standards in reading and writing 

across the school.  We will be 

particularly focusing on reading this 

academic year.  

 

To launch our focus on Literacy 

and reading we are having a Book 

Week next week (Monday – Friday, 

9 – 13 October).  We aim that all 

our pupils at Parkside develop a 

love of books and reading.  During 

the week some of our lessons will 

be taught through books; we will 

have a performance of The Jungle 

Book by M & M Productions and 

some classes will be inviting parents 

in to share learning through books 

in Reading and Maths cafes.  On 

Friday, 13 October, everyone is 

invited to dress up as a favourite 

character from a book. 

 

September saw the introduction of 

a new curriculum for every pupil in 

emotional wellbeing.  With many 

challenges new and old in our 

present society, we feel it important 

to equip our pupils with the tools 

necessary to deal with emotional 

issues. 

 

E-safety is an important issue in 

every school with more and more 

pupils accessing the changing 

landscape of social media. 

Learning skills in how to keep 

themselves safe is vital for their 

safeguarding.  

 

The school has engaged with the 

New Anglia Enterprise Adviser 

Network, a national programme 

being delivered at a local level 

across Norfolk and Suffolk, 

recruiting senior business leaders to 

work voluntarily with schools and 

colleges as ‘Enterprise Advisers’.  

 

Enterprise Advisers work with 

schools, aiming to improve the 

quality and consistency of careers 

and work-related education 

delivered to pupils.  This will 

enhance the transition work that 

we currently do in school and in the 

White Lion café. 

 

We are currently looking at ways of 

increasing the opening times at the 

White Lion café.  Unfortunately the 

café canopy was damaged in 

heavy winds recently.  The 

subsequent repair work uncovered 

further issues, meaning that building 

work needs to halt until half term, 

when children are not using the 
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premises.  Please do continue to 

support the café.  It is currently 

opened between 10 am and 3 pm 

each school day.  

 

We have also been looking at how 

we can improve communication 

with parents and carers.  Our 

website is packed with a great 

deal of important information on 

the school and our practice.  We 

would welcome any suggestions 

about how we might make the site 

more useful for everyone. 

 

 

Staff News 

 

I am pleased to let you know Mrs 

Robertson has had a little boy, 

named Rupert, and Mrs Rix has had 

a little girl, named Georgia.  We 

wish the new parents well. 

 

 

Parents’ Evening – 19 October 

 

The Autumn term parents’ evening 

is an opportunity for parents and 

carers to meet class staff and see 

how pupils have settled in.  We look 

forward to seeing you. 

 

 

Half Term 

 

I would like to highlight that Friday 

the 20th October is a countywide 

pupil holiday, and the school will 

be closed.  

 

This means pupils will have a slightly 

longer half term because the last 

day at school is Thursday, 19 

October 2017.  Pupils return to 

school on Monday, 30 October. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

We are very aware some parents 

live a considerable distance from 

school but would like to welcome 

as many as possible into school.  

We will be holding a school fair, 

PFA disco, Harvest Festival, 

Christmas service, for example, and 

will let you have more details in 

good of time. 

  

 

Lastly I would like to thank those 

parents and carers who have 

expressed their support to me in my 

role as Head of School.  I look 

forward to continue working 

towards achieving the best possible 

outcomes for all of our pupils at 

Parkside School.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mr Bob Holderness 

Head of School  


