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18th April 2018 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I am writing to you all to inform you that I have decided to retire from my 

position as Executive Head Teacher at Parkside School from the end of 

August 2018. 

 

I have been privileged to have led Parkside since September 1997 and 

have seen many young people go through the school and become 

successful adults in both their personal and for some, their professional lives. 

After 21 years I will find it very difficult in September and will especially miss 

the young people and watching them grow in confidence and reaching 

their full potential.  Although leading any school is a huge responsibility and 

long hours of work I, like my fellow Head Teachers, get real rewards when 

we can give your sons and daughters the best available chance in life. 

 

Parkside has been rated by OfSTED very highly over those 21 years, but that 

could only have been achieved with such an amazing and dedicated 

staff that have always gone above and beyond what is required of them 

to achieve the best possible results.  In particular every Head Teacher 

needs a Deputy who supports them in delivering the vision of the school.  I 

have been very lucky in having exceptional Deputies including Mr Miller, 

Miss Yarnell, Mrs Kahn, Mrs Booth, Mr Holderness and now Mrs Chappell.  All 

have supported me and ensured that Parkside School has remained one of 

the best schools to educate children with special educational needs. 

Many have become outstanding Head Teachers in their own right and 

have taken the best practices of Parkside into their own schools.  I am now 

delighted that Mr Holderness will be leading the school as Head Teacher 

following my departure as I know that he will continue with the principle of 

putting your children at the heart of every decision made.  

 

As well as outstanding staff a school needs dedicated governors who give 

their time willingly.  Over the years I have had those governors in 

abundance and they have been led by many amazing Chairs of 

Governors.  In particular I would like to give a special ‘thank you’ to Mrs 

Gamble who was not only an outstanding governor but also a Chair of 

Governors of the highest quality.  She and her Vice Chairs worked tirelessly 
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for the school and allowed me and other leaders to develop such things as 

Pathways Sixth Form, Recreation Road Sports Centre, White Lion Café and 

most recently the new Wherry School a specialist school for autistic 

children.  I know that Mr Hobbs, our new Chair of Governors, will continue 

the tradition of Parkside being at the centre of special needs development 

in Norfolk, and wish him the best of luck in this challenge. 

 

Finally I would like to thank you as parents, carers or extended families who 

have helped me and the school over the years.  I have always maintained 

that you have the hardest job, but your support and help has been critical 

to get the best for each young person.  Some of you have gone even 

further by contributing as a governor or joining our Parents and Friends 

Association and allowing us to send children on amazing school visits or 

purchasing equipment or facilities for the school.  I know that your 

continued support for Mr Holderness and his team will ensure that Parkside 

remains at the forefront of education for special needs pupils. 

 

Although I am retiring from Headship I will be continuing to work over the 

next few years in a voluntary capacity establishing The Wherry School, 

Chairing the Virtual School Reference Group and helping to develop 

networks of schools to support learning.  However, I will always remember 

the children, staff and parents/carers of Parkside and never forget the 

amount we have achieved by working together and always wanting the 

best. 

 

For the final time, I would like to wish you all a very happy and successful 

summer term. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Barry Payne 

Executive Head Teacher 


