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18 December 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I want to start by saying a huge thank you for the support and positivity you have given the 

school and all the staff working at Parkside.  This term has been a difficult one for everyone, 

managing ever-changing situations due to the Covid Guidance.  The overwhelmingly 

positive responses and comments from you are really appreciated. 

The school is really pleased to have been able to remain so fully open during this term; we 

know many local schools and other special schools have not been so fortunate.  We thank 

you for all being so vigilant out of school ensuring we have so few cases.  We are aware this 

may change at any time and we may need to close bubbles in the future, but we are so 

pleased that our pupils have been able to access school so much this term. 

This week has seen further new guidance from the Government for schools.  On Thursday 

17 December the Government announced details of how all secondary schools, including 

special schools with secondary departments, will have access to lateral flow rapid Covid 

testing in school from January 2021.  We welcome this news, hoping that it will support more 

pupils and staff members with staying in school during the pandemic.  The Government 

have confirmed these tests will be quickly put in place for primary, following the successful 

roll out for secondary pupils.  We will send out further information about the details of this to 

parents as soon as we receive it. 

The setting up of a testing centre within the school for our pupils will require planning, training 

and a lot of time and consideration.  Therefore the Government have set an additional inset 

day on Monday 4 January 2021.  This inset will be for all staff to be trained in the processes 

needed.  The pupils at Parkside have a special relationship with their class staff, and 

therefore having someone that does not usually work with them, attempt to test them, would 

not be appropriate.  This is why all our staff need to be aware of the process.  This inset is for 

primary and secondary pupils at Parkside.  We apologise for the short notice, but the 

Government only informed schools about this on the evening of  the 17 December. 

You may have seen in the news that secondary schools have been asked to provide remote 

learning for pupils, with the exception of exam groups and vulnerable pupils for the first week 

of term in January (4 -10).  This is in order to give them opportunity to set up the testing rooms, 

train the ‘7 roles’ required and organise the processes needed to make this effective.  At 
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Parkside we recognise that our pupils are all in the ‘vulnerable’ category as they have a 

ECHP and therefore we will be open to all pupils from Tuesday, 5 January, with no staggered 

starts and no remote learning for year groups unless they need to self-isolate in line with 

national guidance. 

As always we have your child’s best interests at heart and we want to ensure we are 

confident and clear with all the procedures when it comes to testing in schools so that your 

child is kept safe and can access school as much as possible. 

Thank you again for your continued support. I hope you have a lovely break with your 

families over the next few weeks and we look forward to welcoming you back on 5 January. 

Yours sincerely 

 
CAROLYN ELLIS-GAGE (Mrs) 

Head Teacher 


