
Animals and Habitats 

Our theme for this half term is: 

Creativity/Thinking Skills 

 

We will write our own stories about animals 

and their habitats. We will learn about differ-

ent of animals and what a habitat is. We will 

explore our topic by developing our role play 

skills.   

PSHE/Personal and Social Development 

We take part in daily structured and unstructured 

play and interaction opportunities, as well as toi-

leting and personal care scripts.  This half term 

we will have a focus on growing up and the hu-

man life cycle. This links well to our topic of the 

animals life cycle.  

We will be working on our hand washing, teeth 

brushing and hair care routines, as well as learn-

ing working on our sequencing and dressing skills.  

The adults in the class will support us by model-

ling routines, using visual and symbol support and 

helping us to be as independent as possible, 

 

We will continue to work on our play skills, turn 

taking skills and relationships in every lesson and 

during every play time.  

Language and the Arts 

Literacy lessons will involve  an adult led  

story and table activity with  independent 

work station activities to promote independ-

ent learning. Phonics will be taught daily. 

We will read 2 books over the half term: 

 Giraffes can’t dance by  Giles Andreae  

 Animalphabet by Julia Donaldson 

We will have 1:1 reading 3 times a week.  

We will use pictures, prompts and immersive 

resources to write a story about animals  

following a talk for write approach. 

Activities will include sequences, word  

building, symbol, picture and word matching, 

exploring props, re-telling the story and play 

activities linked to our story.  Some of us will 

work on our writing skills: writing in sentenc-

es, creative writing and functional writing.  

We will write a group composition based on 

the theme growing as part of our music pro-

vision.  

As part of a creativity, we will be looking at 

building and designing habitats and learning 

about different animal species and what they 

need to survive. We will also be working on 

singing and signing. 

Physical Development 

We will be taking part in a themed fine motor 

skills programme in which we will strengthen the 

muscles in our hands, take part in line tracing and 

word writing activities and write dance. We will 

continue our physical development through 

planned an unplanned play opportunities. 

In PE, we will be practising our ball skills at Recre-

ation Road Sports Centre.  

 

Communication will be a theme throughout all lessons 

and activities during the school day. We will continue 

to work on colourful semantics linked to our story.  We 

will reinforce and extend our individual communication 

needs, as well as direct PECs and language develop-

ment lessons. We will use our theme to increase our 

vocabulary.  This half term we will be learning key 

words based on animals and habitats  

 

Communication and interaction 

 



Introduction to our theme: 

To introduce our topic, we will have an-

imal and habitat themed continuous 

provision in the classroom including 

role play and outdoor areas. We will 

learn key words and talk about our own 

homes and families.  

Things to learn and think about: 

 Animals in the local environment 

 What wildlife might you see on a 

walk 

 What we can do to help the animals 

in the environment (not being loud) 

bug hotels etc. 

 Pets in the home and how we can 

help look after them 

 Petting zoo’s  

 

 

Topic/Humanities/Global Studies 

In topic, we will be continuing to learn 

explore our topic through direct instruc-

tion and play opportunities.  We will be 

learning about the physical geography of 

our immediate and extended animals 

through appropriate learning opportuni-

ties. We will also be learning about the 

adaptations to survive in their varied hab-

itats.  

Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths (STEM) 

 We will be learning about animals and 

habitats through investigations and explo-

ration.  We will work on naming parts of 

the animals body. We will begin to under-

stand animals diets and adaptations. We 

will make our own moving models of ani-

mals and habitats as our engineering pro-

ject.  

As part of our maths lessons, we will work 

on topic themed number and place value. 

This will be on-going throughout the 

term.  We will look at our 2, 5, and 10x 

tables and creating pictograms of animals.  

We will also be looking at division and 

weight.   

We will use technology in all of our STEM 

lessons. Our focus will be cause and effect 

and target control for the half term.  

 

 

Our theme for this half term is: 

Animals and Habitats 


