
Key Diary Dates 

Monday 21 February  Pupils return to school  

Tuesday 1 March ‘Time To Talk’                        
10 - 12noon  The Assembly House,  Norwich 

Friday 4 March - World Book Day 

Tuesday 8 March ‘Time To Talk’                
10am- 12 noon Christchurch Church,  Great 
Yarmouth   

Friday 18 March-Red Nose Day Comic Relief 

A Message from  

Mrs Ellis-Gage 

What a busy half term we 

have had, an art  exhibition, 

Bella the therapy dog's first birthday and the 

opening of the Parkside Health Club (our new 

gym).  

Of course we have had to be flexible with Covid 

still affecting so much of what we would like to 

do, but we are pleased to say that most of our 

activities; horse riding, swimming and learning to 

ride your bike sessions, have all been able to go 

ahead as usual. We have really enjoyed seeing 

the positive impact these activities have had on 

the pupils. 

Next half term we are excited to welcome Mrs 

Robertson back from her maternity leave,  joining 

Maple class along with Ms Dunham.       

We are sadly saying goodbye to Mrs Cooper and 

Mrs Smith, both going on to exciting new         

projects. We are also saying a temporary        

goodbye and congratulations to Miss Whall, who 

is starting her maternity leave. 

I hope you all enjoy a lovely half term with your 

children and we look forward to seeing you again 

on Monday 21st February 2022. 

Happy Holidays! 
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       Healthy Tips for you and 

your Family 

Hi, I am Andrea Carroll Langan, 

Parkside’s  registered  nutritionist.  

I am hoping to run an online       

workshop for any families who are 

interested in practical tips on eating to support 

energy levels and all round family wellbeing.  

I will be chatting through some simple, practical 

suggestions helping to separate those healthy 

eating facts from fiction.  

You will have the chance to focus on one or two 

small positive changes or food swaps that are 

relevant to your family, which will have the    

potential to benefit health overall.  

If you would like to find out more, please          

register your interest by emailing me at                                     

 andrea@healthembrace.co.uk         

mailto:andrea@healthembrace.co.uk


Class News 

Octopus Class have been learning about animals and their habitats. 
Our model text is 'The Disgusting Sandwich' 
by Gareth Edwards.     

Octopus class learnt the 5 sentence model text, with signs. They 
then researched different habitats and the animals that live in 
these habitats, before writing their own 5 sentence story.  

This half term Seahorse class have really      

enjoyed learning about our whole school topic 

– Animals and their habitats.

We have looked at lots of different animals 

and the adaptations that make them suited   

for the different climates and food sources.  

Seahorse worked in small groups to create these 3D models after 

learning about the different animals that live in Africa.  

They selected pieces of ‘junk’ for their models and talked in their groups about what the animals 

needed and what the habitat looks like. 

Turtle class have really enjoyed our 'animals 

and habitats' topic this half term. 

We have been looking for and observing        

mini-beasts in our digging area outside and 

working together to do so.  

We made bird feeders to hang on the trees and made our very own nests. 

We experimented with how safe they were  and if they could keep an egg 

safe, if it was to drop from a tree.  

We have been looking at how an animal adapts to its habitats using 

their physical features, such as fur, layers, size etc. and were lucky 

enough to have a special visit from the school guinea pigs to explore 

what an animal needs to survive- food, air, shelter and water! 



Buffalo class have really enjoyed learning about animals 

and habitats this half term. 

We have learned that a habitat is an animal's home. 

Our favourite song is The Habitat Song by Jack          

Hartman,  we always sing and sign along together! 

In Rhino class we looked at Chinese New Year. 

We talked about it being the year of the Tiger and 

how the 12 different animals were chosen.  

Rhino took part in a number of different  activities 

including making a Chinese New Year Dragon.  

In Willow and Jellyfish Class, we have been learning about animals and their habitats. We 

created dioramas based on our chosen habitat and researched animals that would live in 

that habitat.  

In English, we have written our own       

stories based on The Disgusting Sandwich 

using our talk4 writing  techniques. 

. 

Dolphin class had a great lesson learning 

about birds in our STEM lesson!  

We used tweezers, chopsticks and scissors 

as bird beaks to try and pick up food, and 

made nests to protect our eggs.  

We also made paper aeroplanes and tested how far they could fly. 

In Art, we have used lots of different 

techniques to design and make      

various different animals 



Elephant Class have been enjoying going to the    

Co-Op every Friday afternoon as part of our     Com-

munity programme.  

We have been practising road safety to cross the 

road and have been learning how to budget. Each 

week we think about what we want to buy, look in 

the shop to find it and practise our social skills by     

paying at the tills.  We have lots of fun and really 

look forward to Friday afternoons! 

Lion class have been celebrating  Chinese New 

Year, the year of the tiger.  

We had a great time learning how Chinese 

people celebrate their New Year. After this we 

made some tiger art! Don’t they just look fab?       

Well done Lions!  

Leopard Class have enjoyed learning about 

lots of different animals and habitats this 

half term! Every day we have practiced our 

key phrase: A HABITAT IS A HOME!  

Here is a wonderful example of an arctic 

habitat that all pupils had a hand in creating, 

which we later poured some water into and 

froze! 

Shark Class have 

really enjoyed using 

the nature area for 

their Forest Schools sessions. 

They are becoming much more confident 

and have found lots of ways to have fun 

and build friendships in nature.

 Well done Sharks! 



Holly class have been practising their  independence and employment skills with our 
Holly Trolley Enterprise.   

Every Wednesday, we take hot drinks orders 
from staff across the school.   

The pupils in Holly class fulfil the orders and deliver them to 
staff in the afternoon.  Over the months, pupils have become 
much more independent in this work and at the same time 
we are raising money for class resources and charity.   

Maple class have been looking at different types of    

habitats and animals that live there, studying the       

rainforest, deserts and woodlands.  

We have also been analysing the different animal groups 

and learning how to recognise if an animal is a reptile, 

insect, fish, bird, amphibian or a mammal.  

At the end of each week we create a piece of art resembling the habitats and animals we have been 

learning about that week. We have also taken this over into our English work and created fact files about 

some of our favourite animals.  Great Work Maple Class! 

Rowan class have been busy learning about  

different types of animals and habitats this Half 

Term.    

We are particularly pleased with the Polar Bears 

that we made in art.  We have also enjoyed finding 

out facts about our favourite animals and creating 

animal fact-files using Google Slides. 

Sycamore Class have been working 

hard and having fun with our fidget 

toy enterprise project.  

We have made our own squishies, 

fidget spinners, putty and much 

more! Here are some photos of our 

project in action... 



          Parent and Friends of Parkside School Association (PFA) 

The PFA had a busy end to the Autumn Term, organising several 

seasonal events  to bring a bit of Christmas cheer to the pupils. 

A Special Christmas Visit 

We were lucky enough to have a 

visit from Father and Mother 

Christmas again at the end of 

last year in their festive grotto.  

They had a great time meeting 

some of the pupils at Parkside 

School and it brought a real 

sense of festive cheer to our 

school community. I think it’s 

safe to say, the children loved it 

and enjoyed the magic of it all! 

Roll up, Roll up…. 

We are hoping to hold a few tombola stalls 
in the community over the Spring and 
Summer terms. We shall keep you all       
updated about what events will be held 
and when they are likely to happen, when 
we have finalised everything. 

If you have any new donations, perhaps 
some unwanted Christmas gifts that are 
suitable for a tombola (both adult and 
child prizes), then please keep them safe. 

We will be asking for donations as soon as 
we know the dates, assuming the events 
can go ahead as planned.  

We will need volunteers to help run the 
stalls, so if you could spare just a bit of 
time, that would be great!   



                                          

 

                                      Can you spare a few hours? 

We would really like some more       

volunteers to join our lovely team, to help 

us plan and run lots more events for 

Parkside Pupils and their families, 

 The funds that are raised, enable the PFA 

to continue putting on events for the     

pupils such as the Seasonal Shop,      

providing refreshments at the Year 11 

School Prom last Summer and       

contributing towards the cost of       

residential and day trips.  

We are currently a very small group of     

parents, carers and teachers on the 

Parkside PFA and we would be so pleased 

to welcome some new members to the 

team. We know first hand how busy life 

can be, but just a few hours  really would 

make a big difference ... 

The PFA are committed to fundraising for 

all the extra things that the wonderful 

Parkside pupils deserve and that bring 

them joy. Please continue to support us 

where you can, it is much appreciated .                                                                 

We hope to see you soon... 

Seasonal Shop and 

Raffle

This years Seasonal Shopping  

Experience was both fun and   

educational, enabling pupils to 

choose and purchase their gifts 

from the shop, wrap them up and 

add their own labels.  

The event is a really popular one 

amongst the pupils and we were 

just so pleased it was able to go 

ahead again last year. 

There were  also 20 prize winners 

in the Christmas Raffle, with a 

first prize of £100.  

Thank you to everyone who 

purchased a ticket or two! 

Hi, I am Claire, 

I am currently the Chair of 

the PFA and a  Governor 

at Parkside.  

The PFA are hoping this 

year, to be able to organise some more 

fun, family opportunities to raise funds for 

the school. If you would like to find out 

more information about joining the PFA 

at Parkside, or are interested in helping 

out at events occasionally, then please get 

in touch at  pfa.parkside@gmail.com       

I will be really pleased to hear from you.  

Please feel free to have a chat at the 

school gate if you see me there too! 

mailto:pfa.parkside@gmail.com


       Spring Craft 
Coffee Filter Butterflies: 

What you will need 

 Round coffee filters or basket coffee filters

 Washable markers

 Pipe cleaners

 Greaseproof  paper

 Spray bottle (optional)

Step 1: Start out with some round coffee filters. Try to get the white ones 
as the colours don't spread as well on brown coffee filters for some reason?! 
If you're using basket coffee filters, flatten them out . 

Step 2: Colour the coffee filters with washable pens 
draw lines, shapes, and patterns on the coffee filters using washable markers. 

Place the coffee filters on some greaseproof paper. Space them out at least 3 

inches apart. 

Spray of flick each coffee filter with some water. Watch the colours spread and 

mix. Leave the coffee filters to dry on the greaseproof paper.

Step 3: Create the butterfly wings and finish off 

Transform each coloured coffee filter into a pair of butterfly wings by pinching 

it in the middle. Fold a pipe cleaner in the middle. If your coffee filters are small, 

you can half the pipe cleaner before folding it in the middle.  

Twist the pipe cleaner around the middle of the coffee filter wings. Curl the 

ends of the pipe cleaner to define the butterfly's pair of antenna.   

Finish up by arranging and spreading out the butterfly's wings to look pretty! 

MORE IDEAS: Use a bumpy pipe cleaner to come up with an extra fluffy  

butterfly body and antennas or create several butterflies and 

use them to make a colourful mobile. 

For a few more colouring ideas please follow the link below. 

https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/coffee-filter-butterflies.html 

mailto:https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/coffee-filter-butterflies.html
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Haircuts are happening 

in school... 

If you would like to book your child a 

haircut with Miss Chambers then please 

notify your child’s class teacher.  

They will inform Miss Chambers who 

will send you an email enabling you to 

pay by bank transfer.  

Please note that    

payment will not be 

requested until the 

haircut is complete.  

Private 1:1 swimming 

lessons 

Students of all ages

Paul Howe 

Parkside Employee 

25 years swimming 
teaching  experience

Call: 07909332953

Swimming Pool-

Hewett School

137 Hall Road

Norwich 

NR1 2RN

Various slots within: 

Mondays: 4-5:30pm 

Tuesdays: 5-6pm 

Wednesdays: 4-6pm 

Thursdays: 4-6pm 

Fridays: 4pm-6pm  

£22.50 for a 30 
minute lesson

 Swimming with Paul 


