Spring Term Newsletter 2022

Key Diary Dates
Wednesday 20 April - Pupils return

Number 256

A Message from
Mrs Ellis-Gage

Monday 25 April - Multi-Sports
Wednesday 27 April - Shark & Octopus
class visit to the Sea Life Centre
Monday 2 May - School closed -May Day
Bank Holiday
Tuesday 3 May - ‘Time to Talk’ The Assembly House Norwich 10-12 noon
Friday 6 May - Step Into Sport event
Tuesday 10 May- ‘Time to Talk’ Christchurch Church, Great Yarmouth

Stay and Play News…
We are pleased to say that Stay and Play will
be starting up again after the Easter holidays,
from the week commencing 25 April 2022,
the last week being the 18 July 2022.
On Mondays we will continue Sensory Play,
on Wednesdays we have a company
providing bouncy castles (6 sessions) and
on Thursdays we will have a company coming
in to school to teach the pupils Archery (10
sessions ).
There will be no Stay and Play on the 7th July
2022, due to the School Prom.
We look forward to welcoming you back!

Dear Parents and Carers,
What a busy half term we have had.
Staff and pupils have enjoyed world book day,
with a real life version of where's wally (hide and
seek with the Senior Leadership Team).
They have raised £44 for Comic Relief by wearing
Red and joining in some challenges and games in
school, splat the teacher was a particular hit!
It has been lovely to get back to having trips and
visits this last half term, The Sealife Centre,
Gressenhall Farm and lots of experiences for Year
11 to prepare them for life beyond Parkside,
including the Careers Fayre, Work Experience and
some extra travel training when starting to visit
colleges.
I hope you all have a lovely Easter break and we
look forward to seeing the pupils back on 20 April.

Class News
This half term we have had such fun with our
topic of oceans learning about the water cycle,
ocean zones and animals.
We have created our very own ocean themed sensory bottles and had
lots of water play fun too, to support our learning about temperatures
and capacity .

Well done Turtles!

This half term in Seahorse class,
we have been learning about the
Ocean and all the animals that
live in it.
Seahorse class used clay to
mould and create some sea
urchins, shells and star fish.
The children then added patterns using beads or tools.

Lovely work, well done!

Octopus Class have been learning about
Multiplication.
They have been learning the different
vocabulary for Multiplication and learning
about the relationship between repeated
addition and multiplication.
They have been using arrays (rows and
columns of objects or pictures) to support
them with this.

Great work Octopus class!

In Willow and Jellyfish Class, we have been learning
about oceans. We have created lots of different sea
creatures during Art.
In English, we have written our own infomation text
about our favourite sea creature.
We did our own research and found our favourite
facts to use.
We went to the Sealife Centre for the day and loved
seeing all the different animals!

Great work!

This term in Buffalo we have been exploring the Snail
and the Whale sensory story with Mrs Kent.
We have been physically exploring sand and water and
listening to speedboats and whale sounds.
We have been making sentences about the Snail and the Whale using
colourful semantics, blending words and matching the sentence to the
correct pictures.
Pupils in Buffalo Class have also made a whale collage in art, and have been
practising subtraction with different ocean animals.

Well done Buffalo!

In Rhino class we thoroughly enjoyed our
trip to Gressenhall Farm and Rural Life
Museum
We went on a tractor ride, swept the yard, fed the sheep and took part in in lots of hands-on activities.
It was a beautiful sunny day and we all loved being out and about on a trip again.

What Fun we had!

Shark Class have been enjoying their Oceans topic
this half term. They have been exploring lots of
different artistic styles and creating shape poems.
We are currently writing our own stories about
plastic pollution.
Look at their AMAZING work on display!

Well done Sharks!

Elephant Class have been learning all about the
stories 'Giraffes Can't Dance' and 'Rainbow Fish'.
We have been enjoying lots of sensory play and
thinking about how all the different characters
are feeling.
We have also been working really hard on story-mapping, this is where
we draw out events that have happened in the texts.

Great Work Elephants!

This half term in Lion class we
have been learning all about the
ocean, animals within it, pollution
and how we can help the
environment.
The pupils decided they wanted
to ‘save the ocean’ and raise some money for
#teamseas, a charity that collects rubbish out of the
ocean to help the sea creatures have a healthy, happy
and safe home.
Lion class made some homemade cakes and held a cake sale.

They raised a whopping £100.61! Super amazing work Lions!!

Holly class have started doing
sensory circuits twice a week.
The pupils pick nine exercises to
complete in the hall and we move
through the 3 phases of alerting,
organizing and calming. This is helping us build
strength, stamina and coordination.
The year 11's also went to the Norfolk and Suffolk
Skills and Careers fair at the Norfolk showground.

Well done!

We engaged with lots of activities at the show and
found out about options for college and beyond.

We have had a great time learning all about the
oceans this Half Term, researching different sea
creatures and writing stories about them.
We have been focusing on arithmetic, problem
solving and data collection in maths, using outdoor
learning to support this.
In Art, we have really enjoyed being able to use
objects from the sea for observational work and also
to create pieces of art, like the fish decorated with
sea-shells shown the photo. Brilliant!

Maple Class have been learning about
Oceans as part of our whole school
topic.
We have used atlases to find the
seven continents and five oceans of
the world and plot them onto our own maps.
When learning about the water cycle we created our
own mini water cycles using plastic bags so we could
watch evaporation, and condensation take place in our
own classroom.
Maple Class used the laptops to research the conservationist, filmmaker and explorer Jacques Cousteau,
creating a timeline of his life and inventions before writing scripts and narrating our own nature
documentaries.

An excellent half term in Maple Class.

The Nurture group have been baking biscuits and cakes for Red Nose
Day. They each chose their own designs, then baked and decorated from
scratch. The results were very impressive! Well Done

Exciting News!
Over the Summer last year a new 'Health Club' was being built in our Sensory Garden.

It includes 5 pieces of cardiovascular equipment and a dual pulley weight stack.
We have been very excited to start using it this year and staff have recently been trained in supervising
pupils within it.
Classes have now been using the Health Club in lessons, not just within PE! The aim is to equip pupils at
Parkside with the skills, knowledge and confidence to access a gym environment outside of School, as
part of their healthy lifestyle.

Good News!!

Andrea Carroll Langan, Parkside School’s registered nutritionist,

will now be running her workshop in school next term for any families who are
interested in learning practical tips on eating, to support energy levels and all round
family wellbeing.
If you would like to find out more, please do register your interest by emailing
Andrea at andrea@healthembrace.co.uk Free Refreshments on offer!

Leopard Class have worked really hard this half term to learn all about
life under the sea.
Our main focus was learning about the Norfolk Coast and the wide range of
sea life we have on our doorstep!
Here is a beautiful collage that is a product of many weeks of global studies, science, and art lessons.

Well done Leopards, wonderful result!
This term Sycamore class have been on a trip to the
beautiful Plantation Gardens.
We were able to practise Titan (Travel Independence
Training Across the Nation) on the journey to and
from the gardens, a scheme which has been
designed to encourage young people to become
safe independent travellers and to give them improved life skills.
We explored the many pathways and enjoyed looking at the garden
from lots of different view points.
We studied plants and flowers and enjoyed looking at all the
wonderful architecture, that makes this such a special place.
Dolphin Class have worked
really hard on creating
their own story maps as
part of our 'talk4write' unit
of work.
We learned the story
'Mister Seahorse' and then
drew what happened in
the story! Lovely work!

Parent and Friends of Parkside School Association (PFA)

PFA Easter Bake Sale
The Parkside PFA were busy making cakes and
cookies for an Easter Bake Sale, which took place
during the school day on Thursday 31 March at Parkside School.
All pupils were invited along to the sale to choose a cake or cookie and
to make a donation if they were able.
All the donations received help the PFA to raise the funds needed to
continue to support the school and the pupils.
The PFA are hoping to be able to organise some more fun, family
opportunities to raise funds for the school this year.
If you would like to find out more information about joining the PFA at
Parkside, or are interested in helping out at events occasionally, then
please get in touch with Claire at pfa.parkside@gmail.com
Thank you.

Chocolate Easter egg nest cakes

Ingredients
225g/8oz milk or dark chocolate, broken into pieces
2 table spoons of golden syrup
50g/2oz butter
75g/2¾oz cornflakes
36 mini chocolate eggs

Method
1.

Line a 12-hole fairy cake tin with paper cases.

2.

Melt the chocolate, golden syrup and butter in a bowl set over a saucepan
of gently simmering water (do not let the base of the bowl touch the
water). Stir the mixture until smooth

3.

Remove the bowl from the heat and gently stir in the cornflakes until all of
the cereal is coated in the chocolate

4.

Divide the mixture between the paper cases and press 3 chocolate eggs
into the centre of each nest.

5.

Chill in the fridge for 1 hour, or until completely set...tuck in and enjoy!!

Top tip: Shredded wheat or puffed rice cereals can be used instead of cornflakes

Easter Craft
Bunny or Easter Egg Bunting

There are endless possibilities for making bunting which is great as it can often be made from bits and
pieces you already have at home. If you don’t have any paper or card to hand, then maybe you have
some old cereal boxes you could use or perhaps raid your recycling for any old cardboard going spare!

Instructions:


Draw a simple template using cardboard



Use the template to draw around to create a number of eggs, bunnies, chicks or whatever
else takes your fancy



Make holes in the top of each shape to enable them to be strung together



Decorate your shapes using paint, pens, collage (bits of torn up old paper, magazines,
tissue paper…) fabric or stickers



Thread your shapes together using some string or ribbon, tying a knot at each end to
prevent the shapes from falling off



hang up to enjoy!

Haircuts are happening

Swimming with Paul

in school...
Private 1:1 swimming
lessons

Students of all ages
Paul Howe
Parkside Employee
25 years swimming
teaching experience
Call: 07909332953
Swimming PoolHewett School
137 Hall Road
Norwich
NR1 2RN
Various slots within:
Mondays: 4-5:30pm
Tuesdays: 5-6pm
If you would like to book your child a
haircut with Miss Chambers then please
notify your child’s class teacher.

Wednesdays: 4-6pm
Thursdays: 4-6pm
Fridays: 4pm-6pm

They will inform Miss Chambers who
will send you an email enabling you to
pay by bank transfer.
Please note that
payment will not
be requested until
the haircut is
complete.

£22.50 for a 30
minute lesson

