
Semi Formal  

Curriculum 

Our theme for this half term is: 

Creativity/Thinking Skills 

Cognitive skills, problem solving and creativity will be 

embedded in all parts of our day.  We will learn the 

skills needed to begin to tackle problems with confi-

dence and creativity.  We  will have skills pre-taught 

to us and learn to use them in a variety of situations. 

We will develop our problem solving skills. We will 

have regular opportunities to be creative and develop 

our own creativity.  We will working on our memory 

skills, as well as our ability to generalise skills.  

 

PSHE/Personal and Social Development 

PSHE will be taught as part of our daily provision, as well as 

discreet lessons where appropriate. We will cover: 

 Feelings, emotions 

 Self regulation 

 Death and loss 

 Growing up and hygiene/toileting 

 Communities 

 Relationships—peers and adults 

 Play skills 

 Managing belongings 

 Moving around the school 

 Turn-taking and sharing 

 Diet /nutrition and eating 

 Self care 

Languages and the Arts 

Our language and the arts provision will 

incorporate reading, writing, communica-

tion, art, music and drama. This will be 

topic based. We will adopt a Talk for 

Write approach for part of the term . We 

will work on our reading and writing skills 

through learning a text. We will have op-

portunities to develop our creativity and 

understanding of the text through art, 

music and drama. We will use communi-

cation aids such as colourful semantics 

and PECs to enhance this. We will have 

regular novel and immersive experienced 

based around our text. We will adopt this 

approach for fiction, non fiction and in-

structive texts, incorporating all writing 

styles where appropriate. We will work 

on our speech and language skills 

through regular opportunities to engage 

with the text. We will have regular 1:1 

reading and communication sessions.   

Physical Development 

We will take part in regular PE lessons, as well as 

daily, in class opportunities to develop our fine 

and gross motor skills. These will either be formal 

sessions or planned into our indoor and outdoor 

continuous provision. These will encompass EHCP 

targets, physiotherapy plans and occu[ational 

therapy plans. We will develop our self help phys-

ical skills, including eating, dressing and  manag-

ing our belongings. 

Communication and interaction 

Communication and interaction will be the cornerstone 

of every lesson in a semi formal class. We will use  tried 

and tested techniques. We will work on social interac-

tions daily, both with peers and with adults.  We will 

work on communication EHCP targets both discreetly 

and in provision that is embedded into the lessons. We 

will use phonics, sight word reading, PECs, colourful 

semantics and subject specific language to develop our 

communication skills and increase our vocabulary. 



Semi Formal  

Curriculum 

Attention and independence Skills 

We will develop our attention skills 

through attention autism and modelled 

activities.  We will develop our independ-

ence skills through backward chaining 

and TEACCH where appropriate. Our les-

sons will have a clear and reliable rou-

tine. All of these approaches will help 

develop our resilience.  

Topic/Humanities/Global Studies/

Community visits 

In topic lessons, we will gain a greater 

understanding of the world around us 

using immersive, exploratory and child 

led activities, as well as direct instruction. 

We will learn about different cultures 

and religions. We will work on our safety 

skills through regular community visits. 

We will develop a sense of community as 

a department, mixing with other classes 

regularly.  

We will develop our play skills through 

modelled play, play scripts, unstructured 

play opportunities, intensive interactions 

and relationship building and our sharing 

and turn-taking skills. We will have skills 

pre-taught to us where appropriate in 

order for us to begin to lead our own 

learning.  

Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths (STEM) 

Our STEM lessons will have a cen-

tral focus for each lesson: either 

Science, technology, engineering or 

Maths but will incorporate all as-

pects of the subject as part of the 

provision. We will learn how to 

problem solve, apply new skills, de-

velop our understanding of number 

and our operations skills. We will 

develop a scientific understanding 

of the world around us. Technology 

will be embedded in all our lessons. 

We will have a topic approach to 

STEM activities.  

Home School Links 

At home, there are lots of things families can do 

to help us learn. There will be recommended 

reading and fun activities to try at home. You will 

have regular contact from your class teacher, as 

well as a half termly topic matrix. Pictures of our 

progress will be regularly uploaded onto Earwig. 

Each child will have a highlight of the day/week.  



Heroes and Villains 

Our theme for this half term is: 

Creativity/Thinking Skills 

 

We will write our own stories based on our 

book ’Superduck’. We will learn what heroes 

mean in real life. We will think about how we 

can be heroes and all the people who help 

us.   

PSHE/Personal and Social Development 

We take part in daily structured and un-

structured play and interaction opportu-

nities, as well as toileting and personal 

care scripts.   

This half term we will have a focus on 

healthy eating and taking care of our 

bodies. With daily opportunities to iden-

tify our healthy choices and move our 

bodies. 

Language and the Arts 

Literacy lessons will involve either an adult 

led story and activity or independent work 

station activities to promote independent 

learning. Phonics will be taught daily. 

We will read 2 books over the half term: 

 Superduck by Jez Alborough 

 People Who Help Us (Non fiction) 

We will have 1:1 reading 3 times a week.  

We will use pictures, prompts and resources 

to write a story about our garden. 

Activities will include sequences, word build-

ing, symbol, picture and word matching, ex-

ploring props, re-telling the story and play 

activities linked to our story. 

 

We will learn about pop art and superhero 

words, working on our colour skills, as well as 

our creative development.  

 

We will write a group composition based on 

the theme superheroes and villains as part of 

our music provision.  

Physical Development 

We will be taking part in a themed fine 

motor skills programme in which we will 

strengthen the muscles in our hands, 

take part in line tracing and word writing 

activities and write dance. We will con-

tinue our physical development through 

planned an unplanned play opportuni-

ties. 

In PE, we will be practising our athletic 

skills! 

 

Communication will be a theme throughout all lessons 

and activities during the school day. We will continue 

to work on colourful semantics linked to our story.  We 

will reinforce and extend our individual communication 

needs, as well as direct PECs and language develop-

ment lessons. We will use our theme to increase our 

vocabulary.  This half term we will be learning key 

words based on being outside in the garden.  

 

Communication and interaction 

 



Introduction to our theme: 

We will introduce the topic through a 

range of structured play and immersive 

opportunities to explore our theme. We 

will explore how people help us and 

what special powers we all have! 

Things to learn and think about: 

 Who helps us? 

 What special powers do I have? 

 What superheroes are there in our 

community? 

 

Suggested continuous provision 

Dressing up, construction,  water play, doc-

tor/people who help us role play.  

Topic/Humanities/Global Studies 

We will learn about what it means to be 

a hero and how we can be helpful 

heroes/what skills and powers we have.  

We will also learn about who helps us, 

helpful roles in our community. 

We will also learn about a range of 

different religions and their moral sto-

ries, while learning about the human 

and physical geography around the 

world.  

 

Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Maths (STEM) 

 We will learn about forces in 

our science lessons: we will 

learn about pushing and pull-

ing, gravity and how we can 

use and manipulate forces. 

We will learn about how to 

programme process on the 

computers. 

We will have topic themed les-

sons on place value, space 

shape and measure and opera-

tions skills.  We will continue to 

develop our sense of number 

through daily activities. 

 

 
Books and Home Learning ideas: 

Zippo the Super Hippo, Ten Little Superheroes, Molly Mischief, Superbat. 

George Saves the World By Lunchtime, Monty and Sylvester A Tale of Everyday Super Heroes, Mi-
chael Recycle, Amazing Things for Superheroes to Ma.  

See if you can spot any real life superheroes when you are out and about! Make a superhero mask 
at home! Watch a superhero film! 

Our theme for this half term is: 

Heroes and Villains 


